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THE huge link rumbled teross 
the desert w.ih all the grace of 
a pachyderm ind wuh fa man 
racket Tne crew sweatee and choked' 
on the heavy dust :tut Ailed the 
interior Outside the sun beat down 
on the great steel ira»i convert .r.g 
ii into a hot-plate 

L.eut Sellen mopped Ml »-" letl 
tod growled 

"Mm ali\e' If I ever ft! oat of 
thi». HI tike M in the open. and 
to beck with the Jerries'" 

At that moment * terrific explosion 
shook the bit imi ind the driver 
clutched wIMJi it the "heel The 
machine dived m i half-tun-, pitched 
down a slope of loose sand ind 
Hopped a: * sharp ancle 

"Holy cow!" yelled Morgan, park* 
mg himself up from the help he 
found himself in "Canuha hold taW 
thing Mopsy 1 Vou darn near busted 



a!; i 



nb» " 



Moray the driver grinned sheep- 
ishly Think that one go* uv Id- 
ler) Lett take a look-see " 

They all piled out The dan-age 
wit ilight only a portion of the 
Victor tread* torn miy on the right 
•We The heavy plate »i) dented 
from fly-Jig pieces of shrapnel 

Ueut Sellen »nd. "Tike us a 
couple boun (o ft a the* treadi. 
bull'" 

The mechanics got butv. there :n 
the bum mi heat of the Libyan De«- 
er: They had worked an hour when 
Seller* shoutrfl. "Duck jou guys' 
There they come"" 

Jerry wai beanng dour, set thero 
— fcvr of htm MeMCl 
fcr,e they had 1.. irtpri ii;o the 
protecOra] Menoc of the task, trac- 
er) were spewing down at them :n 
t deadly itreatn The piane* roared 
ever, hanked a half nOc itrsy in 
came at them igiin Machine fun 
bulleu 'pattered ipmst the snoot 
like bad stories 
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The crew cowered inside, hoping 
the devil! didn't have anything heavi- 
er than 55rem cannon on those 
planet. 

•All dor." Hid Sellen "IT! take 
a look and tee if the dirty rati are 
gone" He withdrew hu bead after 
■ moment reporting (he plane* gore 
They got to work again on the treads. 
and in less than an hour bad them 
repaired 

"Gosh ." said one of the crew "I'd 
give my neta pay cheek for i shag of 
me »j:er' 

Nobody answered hwn. For ■** 
day* they had been !os* from the 
main body of troops There had 
Vm a wfeitlwinrl charge of Brititn 
and American uniti aginut Rcmrr.e: * 
division, which had appeared to with- 
er under the hot fire of the Allies; 
then something had happened Rom- 
mel s forces had got up new steam. 
evidently rejuvenated by a large 
foice of dive bombers fresh from 
Germany They had retaliated wirt i 
deadly hail of fire, and the Allies 
*ere forced to abandon »hit lb** 
bad gamed 

Just how this tank unit had be- 
come lost? from the maus -body in 
the retreat nobody knew Suddenly 
they had found thernselves in the 
middle of the deser. and there wai 
r.o one near them 

By no* they had ilraos' loat count 
e>f the days in which they had been 
wandering across the sands Their 
ft*! supply wai low. they were out 
of food and their water tanks »ere 

o-m 

"We've got to get water soon " 

• • :; L • ■.: >*:-:■ - i h a ihjkr cf 
hu blood head "Not only foe u« 
but for the engines They're struntcg 
sow" 

The* were In the terrible tem- 
perature the motors ran hot anyway, 
bflr with the radiators almost emp'y 
they bad turned into steam engine* 

Late that eiering someone sighted 
art oasis and i bowl of plei*-rr »--■ 
up from the crimped crew The i-,\- 
tt gave the lank e\er>:i.rr . vou '. 
take and thry rolled sito Siwa Onu 
in a great cloud of oust Two mi:! 
lakes dotted the burned terrain not 
more than a half mile from the shady 
e*u-.s. and the rrsto "made for the 
coo! water in a body Lieut Sellen, 



yelled to ihera to take it soiy. but 

It was like irying to halt i herd of 

it impeding cattle Water I Bleated 

The soldiers fell on their stomach* 
■nd stuck it-err beads deep into the 
sparkling Autd. drinking deep 

Mopfy, the driver, ifter ailing 
himself, fell back with ■ groan. 
"Mia oh man!'' he gasped. "Ain't 
tms the life'" 

Abdul Krim. the Berber headman 
of the oasts, was a bearded, bur- 
noosed sheik of tne movie type Hit 
girt: flowing robe flapped about hit 
knees as he walked He was most 
cordial to the American soldsen He 
ordered a feist and'that night the 
crrw of the lost task stuffed them- 
selves to the buw-ng point 

Abdul Knm'i men .were t rough, 
hard lot. every one of them mounted 
on •*.< most beautiful horse* to be 
seen anywhere They were in the 
pay of ibe Egyptian army, on a raid- 
ing foriv against straggling Germans 
and Italians At Abdul eigily put It ! 
"My men nave bagged— oh. quite 
i number of the models There are 
many more to bag. fefeoeh'- 

Ueut SHlert ksiatbtd Then he 
told the sheik of their predicament, 
Abdul mnaed It wot a good Joke, 
r- -r Ion in the deter Then he 
proposed a pun :o Lieut SeCen 
Why no: join up snth hit rudtag 
piny, uttti! such time as they could 
lad the main body of the army* 

Why not. indeed 1 Sellen taw the 
vaJue ef the tfttaate and accepud 
» - tsM bs a iiajri The tank would 
lend peoTeciioe to the horsemen. 
- i They myth: be able 
to round upi net cetteciios ef the 

JtM before dawn that rnorning. 
however their plias received i joh. 
A swans of bombers camr over {he 
oasis I'd laid a basket of eggs The 
bo**] I ■-._-rt o( their :»rget. but 

Hat . — etIM back and dropped 
taotbtf load Some of these latier 
h" the corrals kiting several bone* 
Now. if there is anything that will 
make a desert man see red. at h) to 
U - • !-^r»e The Berbers wen; toad 
with hate They had an an-iouatcd 
anti-iircnft gun hidden n some 
brush and they cut loov Maybe 
by luck or otherwise, the nrtt bunt 



breutV (town • «hip II fell into t 
fpis and crashed on the desert not 
■ mile from the cas.-t By a miracle 
i: did not cttch fire and Sellers m 
• golden opportunity. 

When the enemy wii driver, off, 
be took a small detachment of hi* 
roes and went to the plane. The plct 
and three-man ere* were deld, rid- 
dled •nth thrspne! when the shell 
hid burst. They dragged the men 
out and began in inspection of the 
ship The landing |ear bad corn* 
down and was twitted out of ihape, 
but otherwise the plane waj in fair 
condition 

■v.— j break r eidiimed 5e!- 
len 'Won': take us tone to patch 
up this heap Then well do a bit of 
■fcytarfcjoi on our os**»." 

The balance of that day was u*ed 
in repairing the rV< The engine 
was in perfect thsspe. and Sellers 
took off after a moment, circled 
around for a few minute* and set 
d<nrrt tti,- Old Abdul had a food 
supply of petrol. stashed in hit tnti 
by the mttjaw some time before. 

Ken Grove, b routed young Amer- 
ican ai%e-;;«rtr. tn Egypt (or ihe 
sr.oment on a secret mission for hi* 
government. Ii«tened to Major Blake- 
iey of Ihe Firs: Brit tab. Volunteer*.. 
The Major had ■ yarn *(* spin It 
had to do with a tank and it* crew 
which hac>V;crr.e to:: from the main 
force 

"Kraal the ihghtetl idea how 
k happened." he lo-ld Ken "But that 
tank crew n one of our bet!, and 
I have" reason to believe that u didn't 
fall into enemy band) 1 know thai 
dog-gone Lieut. Seilen , he's a devil 
en wheel* We've got to find them. 
Grove " 

Ktn pondered How often he had 
set cut or. a definite misnoc. only 
lo find himself eniaged in some other 
taik But it ended up the same So 
long ai he **> t«rv:ng htl country, 
or that of the MBa he cajed not 
a whit where toe chi*e led him He 
Mid. "AH right Major, II! do what 
I can You have the »hip ready-" 
It »a) a sturdy ship, nothing lew 
than a sleek Spitfire with twin can- 
Boeti and three machine-gun* 

"Well, here goes r.cth.r.t" bl "rig 
out a* he revved the motors. In. a 
moment he wii skimming across the 
sandy field and had lifted, roaring 
into the blue Egyptian akiei at JOO 

rr '■■ U hour. 

He fiew all (hat dav. dropping low 
over every oatis. watching each pqi 
erf eJejert dust, searching But he 
m* ooiljtf ttf Ae tats* Uak. Ha usr 



something el»e, however Toward* 
evening he ipotted a large contin- 
gent of German soldiers., bolstered by 
a tank force, surging eaitward out of 
Libya Where were they boimd* 

DnfcntH settled soon afterward 
and Ken wai forced to land for the 
night Once during the darknns he 
thouiht he heard heavy firm* bu: 
couldn't be certain at a itrong wnd 
bad arisen At chwri be searched the 
terrain with h.» binoculars, saw noth- 
ire it ". and nam took to the 
a:r. He hjdn't flown hf:y miles when 
be law again the big German force, 
•t ill form nHWAid Then he uw 
ibe tank I: ami iwwbUst^aJ re *: 
a fair clip toward the car. and 
trailing it wai a lane body of horse- 
■ merl He knew the German* would 
overtake the imatler body verv toon, 
He dropped lower, then set down a 
few rod* from the tank aod At c-5- 
trt horsemen 

It took only a moment to reveal 
that tab wa« tndeed the !o« tank 
I. -j ScBtFI explained the situation 
in a few word* And at that moment 
UK German plane landed near Ken's 
ahip He started, then got control 
of himaelf at a tousled-heided ytswyr. 
American leaped out of the cockpit. 
Sellers told him how the ship had 
been captured 

•Well. boy*." toad Ken "I think 
you're in for trouble An enemy 
(crce btt'l ten rr;!*- bess 
>I know you can't hope to r en 
off — and worte >".;li you can't get ' 
a*ay. not in that old tank" 

Seilen looked g!um "Wha: d >a 
luggett. Grove?' 

Ken looked thoughtful Then he 



tuddenly held up hi* hand to te*I 
the «W -Jut: right," he *aid as 
if to himtelf. 
-Meaning 1 " *aid Sellers dubiously. 
"Thit ." Ken taid Tnen be ea- 
plained his fitn Seller* wa-n't too 
hot for it. bu: there wasn't anything, 
else to do They go: the two plane* 
Hacel up !*c-.nr the east, and started 
their engines The slipstream from 
the two ship* hurled a great pali of 
6b* iatt At air, owthal a MUttc 
tir.Wc:^- It a moment (he sky 
:ci:c Ac weU •*' bwifft E %-i 
th-: rriour.'.ira cloud of dust rose into 
the heavens in i dense blanket of 
ttffTM gearucln. 

The Cermsn comm=r.der of the 
advancing division ran for shelter 
an.; the sellers covered their facta 
with wet to* els This was one tl 
-those terrific, deadly dust storms of 
which they had heatd but never ea- 
penenced It tatted an hour, and 
when the air again cttetged there was 
r.o sun of the lost tank the two 
plines, or ihe Berbers on horsebark. 

"Now that." said L;nr_ Selien to 
Ifajeg Blakeiey five bonn ls:er. "is 
what I call onei of the eleven 1 . !:t- 
tle tricks I evef saw pulled Bel-eve 
me All Ken Grove .lad hss a 

■llMt.1" 

The ma-rr beinHjf *rr**d tssfel Hi 

lieutenant Had it r.o: r^en for the 

of di.-' the Germans 

wcu'.d hsve killed o; ciptured every 

est pan) 

loved Mi)gf Blakelry 

U r. -'•::' is Lievl >r''.!:'- 'tr.t 

HistSnej ii to hit quarters, "that 

young Gro^e ftllet is somebody to 

be ptotstj ef"' 
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